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Predicted Values

The use of predicted or normal values in peak flow and spirometry allows for the comparison of measured value during a test to the predicted value calculated for a certain physical characteristics e.g. height, age, sex, and in some recent series, weight. Population group can also influence predicted values in some instances.

Not all spirometry measurements have predicted values.
For a predicted series to be accepted for use in spirometry it must have been published in an internationally recognized journal. Population groups required to provide predicted values have to be extremely large. The most common are:
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Currently NHANES III is a common series used in hospitals and ECCS/ERS is the series most commonly used in Occupational Health.
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